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How is AMS Market News Delivered?

Through 1980’s service relied on radio, faxed, and mailed reports

• With emergence of 
Internet, electronic 
report distribution 
over the AMS web 
site became the 
dominant method of 
information delivery



Opportunities to Improve Service

• Web reports are plain text or PDF documents – unstructured 
data that cannot be searched

• Limited historical 
reports available 
– today’s report 
replaces 
yesterday’s

• Customers often 
request 
customized sets 
of historical data –
requires staff time 
and 1-3 days to 
deliver data sets
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Why an AMS Market News Portal?

• Provide customers with real-time, web-based 
access to daily and historical AMS Market News 
information

• Allow users to create and save customized views  
of data

• Allow customers to download data in multiple 
formats -- XML, Excel, plain text, and PDF



Fruit and Vegetable Market News Portal



Once users login, additional features are available

Personalized 
by Name

Authenticated 
for all of USDA

My Reports by 
Commodity or 
Report Type

Stores 
bookmarks for 

running 
frequently used 
reports for easy 

access. 

Personalized
Weather Portlet
Includes links to 

agricultural 
weather reports

My Custom 
Reports

Stores custom 
queries for easy 

reference.



Users navigate by commodity groups and names.

Navigation 
using 

common 
terms such 

as 
commodity 

groups

And by 
specific 

commodity
such as 
grapes



Users can toggle between reports . . .

Report tab 
navigation



Users can navigate report by type

Report
types

Terminal 
Market 
Report



Navigating by report type

Shipping 
Point 

Report

Narrowing
selection
features



Navigating by report type

Movement 
Report

More 
Narrowing 
selection 
features



Navigate to a custom report

Select 
customize 

data

Run a 
custom 
report



Save Reports in different formats

Formats 
available: 

Excel; 
Text; XML; 

PDF



Results of a report in Excel Format



Users can create and reuse customized searches



Additional Portal features

Weather
Information



Additional Portal features

Metric 
Conversion

Currency
Conversion



What Happens Next?

•Fruit and Vegetable MN Portal will be available to public this Spring

•Livestock/Grain and Poultry MN Portals will follow

•ITDS ( International Trade Data System)




